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Detailed Action 
Reopening of Prosecution After Appeal Brief or Reply Brief 

In view of the appeal brief filed on 3/13/06, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY 
REOPENED. New grounds of rejection are set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the 
following two options: 

(1) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply 
under 37 CFR 1.113 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) initiate a new appeal by filing a notice of appeal under 37 CFR 41 .31 followed 
by an appeal brief under 37 CFR 41.37. The previously paid notice of appeal fee and 
appeal brief fee can be applied to the new appeal. If, however, the appeal fees set forth 
in 37 CFR 41 .20 have been increased since they were previously paid, then appellant 
must pay the difference between the increased fees and the amount previously paid. 

A Supervisory Patent Examiner (SPE) has approved of reopening prosecution by 
signing below: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 
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1. Claims 1-2, 4-5, 7-9, 11-12, 14-16, 18-19, 21-23, 25, 27 are rejected under 35 
USC 1 02(b) as being anticipated by Wild et al., (USPN No. 5862480). ; 

2. Regarding claim 1 , Wild teaches a method of establishing one of a plurality of 
network links on a computer system, comprising the steps of: 

a. Associating one or more alternative network link designations with one 
or more of said network links (Wild, fig. 17, col.14, 1. 50-56, col. 15, 1. 5- 
12); 

b. Requesting first network link of said plurality of network links (Wild, 
col.1 5, 1.21-25); 

c. Attempting to initiate said first network link (Wild, col.1 5, 1.23-24); 

d. Determining whether a particular alternative network link designation is 
associated with said first network link (Wild, col. 15, I.29-30 ); and 

e. If said step c) fails to establish said first network link and if said 
particular alternative network link designation is associated with said 
first network link, attempting to initiate, by said computer system, a 
particular network link of said plurality of network links based one said 
particular alternative network link designation (Wild, bol.15, I.32-36). 

3. Regarding claim 2, Wild further discloses a method as recited in claim 1 
further comprising the steps of: 
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f. Determining whether a second alternative network link designation is 
associated with said particular network link (Wild, coi; 15, 1. 32-34); and 

g. . If said step e) fails to establish said particular network link and if said 

second alternative network link designation is associated with said 
particular network link, initiating a second network link of said plurality 
of network links based on said second alternative network link 
designation (Wild, col. 15, 1. 34-36). 

4. Regarding claim 4, Wild further discloses a method as recited in claim 1 further 
comprising the steps of: 

h. If said step e) fails to establish said particular network link, initiating a 
second network link of said plurality of network links based on said 
alternative network link designation (Wild, col. 15, 1. 34-36). 

5. Regarding claim 5, Wild further discloses a method as recited in claim 1 further 
comprising the steps of: 

• Indicating to a user whether said first network link was established 
(Wild, col. 15, 1.16-18); 

• and enabling said user to discontinue establishment of said 
particular network link (Wild, col. 15, 1.18-20). 

6. Regarding claim 7, Wild further discloses a method as recited in claim 1 wherein 
Said computer system comprises a personal digital assistant (Wild, fig. 1 , element 104, 
a subscriber unit). 



1 
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7. Regarding claims 8-9, 11-12, 14 .claiming for computer-readable medium, have 
limitations corresponding to claims 1-2, 4-5, 7. Therefore, claims 8-9, 11-12, 14 are 
rejected for the same reason set forth in the rejection of claims 1-2, 4-5, 7. 

8. Regarding claims 15-16, 18-19, 21, claiming for computer system with; a data 
bus, a processor couples to said data bus, and a memory device. have limitations 
corresponding to claims 1-2, 4-5, 7. Therefore, claims 15-16, 18-19, 21 are rejected for 
the same reason set forth in the rejection of claims 1-2, 4-5, 7. 

9. Regarding claims 22-23, 25, and 27 have limitations corresponding to as claims 
1,3, 5, and 7. Therefore, claims 22-23, 25, and 27 are rejected for the same reason set 
forth in the rejection of claims 1, 3, 5, and 7. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 3, 6, 10, 13, 17, 20, 24, and 26 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Wild in view of Horn (USPN No. 6192414). 
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1 1 . Regarding claim 3, Horn teaches the invention except for teaching claim 3. 
However, Horn discloses a method as recited in claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 

i. If said step e) fails to establish said particular network link, attempting 
to initiate, by said computer system said first network link (Horn, col.7, 
1.18-22). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify Wild's functions with multiple network connections 
associated with client connection manager features as per Horn's teaching. 

The modification would have been obvious because one of ordinary skill in the 
art would have been motivated to have multiple service per Horn's teaching in multiple 
network connection and to improve the connection control by subscriber unit as per 
Wild's teaching. 

12. . Regarding claim 6, Horn further discloses a method as recited in claim 1 wherein 
said step b) includes: 

• Sending a network open request to a shared library of said 
computer system (Horn, col. 5, 1.5-14, in which the interface 
module, Winsock.DLL is the dynamic link module perform the 
link to the share library, i.e. function call, that is well known skill 
in this art area). 
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13. Regarding claims 10, 17, 24 have limitations corresponding to claim 3. 
Therefore, claims 10, 17, 24 are rejected for the same reason set forth in the rejection 
of claim 3. 

14. Regarding claims 13, 20, 26 have limitations corresponding to ; claim 6. N 
Therefore, claims 13, 20, 26 are rejected for the same reason set forth in the rejection 
of claim 6. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to application's 
disclosure. 

• Andersson etal., (PGPUB No. 2002004843) 

• Partridger., (Patent No. 6493321) 

• Smith (PGPUB 20020024940). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kelvin Lin whose telephone number is 571-272-3898. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Flexible 4/9/5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on 571-272-3868. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direict.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



3/29/07 
KYL 




